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PROUD SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS OF PSMHS

March Dinner Program:
Manson Construction:100
Years of Waterside Building

•

dinner meeting:

wednesday

march 5, 2008

swedish cultural center

1920 dexter avenue north

seattle, washington

menu: chicken with peaches

use form on page 3

to mail in your

reservation TODAY!

•

bar opens at 6 PM,

dinner at 7 PM

•

program:

MANSON CONSTRUCTION:

OVER 100 YEARS OF

WATERSIDE BUILDING

pat mcgarry, manson vice

president of northwest,

alaska and international

locations, will fill us in on

this floating pile-driving

company began by peter

manson in 1905

•

your reservation form

must be received

not later than noon on

monday, march 2, 2008

or call pat hartle

at 206-938-2397 for

more information

and reservations only

•
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Puget Sound Maritime Historical Society

P.O. Box 9731

Seattle WA 98109-0731

MARCH DINNER PROGRAM:

MANSON CONSTRUCTION:

OVER 100 YEARS OF WATERSIDE BUILDING

don’t forget to make your

dinner reservations early!

SHIP MODEL RESTORATION. Clean-
ing, repairs, re-rigging, and/or reconstruc-
tion of ship models in any condition or size.
Thirty-five years experience in restoration,
appraisals, and conservation. For a museum
quality restoration contact Gary White, The
Ship Model Dockyard, 253-952-4612 or
garyw39@aol.com    4/08

FOR SALE. Radio controlled steam-pow-
ered freighter by Saito of Japan. 35 inches
long by 81⁄2 inches wide. Has a 4-cyclinder
steam engine complete with boiler and
burner. Comes with radio installed. Runs
great. Asking $2,500. Any questions call
360-691-4461 on Tuesday-Saturday from
10 A.M. to 5 P.M.     4/08

BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD. Ma-
rine, maritime, nautical, naval books and
ephemera bought, sold and appraised.
Mention PSMHS for a 10% discount.
SeaOceanBooks.com at 3534 Stone Way
North, Seattle. 206-675-9020.  12/08

TO SUBMIT AN AD. Make a $3.00 per
month donation to PSMHS and send to
PSMHS Newsletter Editor, P.O. Box
9731, Seattle WA 98109-0731.

Peter Manson, an enterprising Swedish immigrant, put together a floating
pile driver just after the turn of the century and by 1905 he was engaged full-time
with the pile driving and waterfront construction scene around Puget Sound.
Early jobs included the “Mosquito Fleet” docks, fish traps and bulkheads, ferry
landings and small bridges.

From that one floating pile driver to today’s 19 floating derricks and a large
fleet of other heavy duty water-working equipment, Manson Construction has
formed a reputation for good work completed in a timely manner.

Our March dinner speaker is Pat McGarry, Manson Vice President for all
of the firm’s work in the Northwest, Alaska and international locations. Pat
joined Manson Construction in 1968 working aboard the company’s tugs and
crane barges. In 1984 Pat moved into the office, opening their first facility in San
Francisco. Manson now has additional offices in Los Angeles, Houma, Louisiana
and Jacksonville, Florida. Pat moved back to the Seattle headquarters in 1985
and was put in charge of all of the firm’s equipment.

Seattle born, Pat attended Seattle Prep and the University of Washington.
Pat and his wife are owners of a Navigator 40-foot boat and a 40-foot catamaran.
He holds lots of sailing records with the “cat.” He’s on the Seattle Marine
Business Coalition board and other industry boards, as well as the Royal Victoria
Yacht Club Construction Committee.

Pat McGarry will give us some of Manson’s history and bring us up to date
on current projects.

New Monthly Meeting Schedule Approved
At its January 10 meeting at the Museum of History and Industry (MOHAI)

the Society board approved a new monthly meeting schedule for 2008. The
major change is the conversion of three regular monthly dinner program
meetings from weekday evening sessions to more informal and less expensive
Sunday afternoon gatherings.

Monthly meetings from January through May and October and November
will remain second Wednesday evening dinner sessions beginning at 6 P.M. at the

Obituary News
Last month we had a very good

article about the death of Hal Will.
He will be long remembered and much
missed but over the last year we have
lost a number of other members.

In August of 2007, we lost Bob
McNeil. He served on the Board of
Governors of the Society and was Presi-
dent of the organization 1989 & 1990.

Also in August Louise Shields died.
Her obit was only in the cross sound
papers so very few of us knew about it.
She was preceded in death by her hus-
band Captain Ed Shields. Both she
and Ed were Honorary Life Members.
The Shields family was very involved
in the cod fishing industry and were
former owners of C.A. THAYER now
a museum ship in San Francisco plus a
number of other cod fishing vessels.
The life in that industry was frequently

written about in The Sea Chest by Ed.
In December Doris Gillespie passed

away. She had been a long time member
attending the dinner meetings regularly
until her health made this difficult. She
was a volunteer with the PSMHS photo
collection over at MOHAI.

On January 12, 2008, our very
good friend Art Knutson died in Van-
couver, Washington. He was our
PSMHS expert on Yukon sternwheeler
vessels. When he moved from Kirkland
he gave PSMHS the remainders of the
many books he had written. We, in
turn, shared these books with the
Klondike Museum in Pioneer Square
and with Holland America Line for
their passengers to enjoy. He was such
a prolific writer, publishing many books
on the subject and had articles pub-
lished in The Sea Chest.

These members will be missed.
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Membership in the Puget Sound Maritime Historical
Society is open to anyone interested in maritime
history. Membership is solicited and inquires should
be addressed to: PSMHS, P.O. Box 9731, Seattle WA
98109-0731. Monthly meetings are held September
through June on the first Wednesday of each month.
Meeting place and programs are announced to members
by mail. The PSMHS Newsletter is published monthly,
September through June, and is free to members.

Puget Sound

Maritime Historical Society
206-624-3028

President: Chuck Fowler

360-705-3060 or

nwnx@comcast.net

1st Vice President:

Roger Ottenbach

2nd Vice President:

Leon Gessula

Treasurer:

Dan Withers

Membership Secretary:

Karl House

Recording Secretary:

Appointment Pending

Board of Governors:
John Mills

Jerry Mattox

Gary Syverson

Jackie Schwartz

Johnnie Ridgway

Tom Kane

Past President:

George Osborn
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PSMHS
Dinner Meeting Reservation

PSMHS
Membership Application

Individual/Family Membership ■  $40
Associate (Libraries, Museum, Non-Profit) ■  $40
Sustaining Member ■  $50
Sponsor ■  $75
Patron ■  $100
Corporate Membership ■  $500
Benefactor ■  $500
Navigator ■  $1000
Work(ed) for a Matching Gift Company■

Name(s)
Address
City State Zip
Telephone (H)   (W)
E-mail
Sponsor (if any)

■   I/we would like to receive information about how I/we can
remember the Puget Sound Maritime Historical Society in
my/our estate planning or planned charitable giving program.

MAIL TO: Puget Sound Maritime Historical Society,
P.O. Box 9731, Seattle WA 98109-0731 (Include your check)

Reserve Early and Notify of Cancellation. A member who makes
a reservation and then does not attend a dinner or give notifica-
tion of their cancellation in a timely manner (48 hours) will not
be refunded their money for the dinner. The Society must pay for
the number of meals we have reserved in advance, regardless of the
number of meals actually served since the caterer orders several
days in advance. Walk-ins cannot be guaranteed a meal.

Newsletter Editor:

Larry Henderson

APRIL NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

MARCH 5, 2008

fax: 206-324-2638

e-mail: marineart@aol.com

US mail: PSMHS

CLIP AND MAIL FOR DINNER MEETING
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 2008

RESERVATION DEADLINE:
NOON ON MONDAY, MARCH 3, 2008

Name(s):

Telephone:
Total Number [at $30 per person]:
Total Amount of Check:

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: PSMHS
MAIL TO:

PSMHS DINNER,
P.O. BOX 9731, SEATTLE, WA, 98109-0731

Call 206-938-2397 for changes, cancellations or questions.
Guests are always welcome. Please include payment.

Swedish Cultural Center. However in
June, September and December, Soci-
ety meetings will be changed to second
Sunday gatherings at 2 P.M. at MOHAI
or other special sites.

To make the three Sunday after-
noon gatherings more affordable the
cost for light refreshments and beverages
will be reduced to $10 instead of the
current $30 Wednesday evening dinner
meeting cost. The board made these
changes because of members’ concerns
about increasing night time traffic and
driving difficulties, the escalating cost of
dinners and the need for more informal
programs. The revisions will be reviewed
at the end of the year and necessary
modifications made. Watch for more
specific meeting schedule information
in future issues of the Newsletter.

Evolving Society Vision Outlined
As the Society enters its 60th an-

niversary year, new president Chuck
Fowler outlined a new, evolving vi-
sion for the venerable maritime his-
torical organization’s future.

In presentations to members dur-
ing the January meeting and subse-
quent special sessions for Society vol-
unteers at MOHAI and Chandler’s
Cove mini-museum, Fowler presented
a six point program to move the orga-
nization forward during 2008. Imple-
mented through the new board, these
new goals are designed to help the
Society become more collaborative,
credible, professional, sustainable and
overall the preeminent maritime his-
torical organization in the Puget Sound
region and Washington State.

Achieving these goals will be evo-
lutionary according to Fowler and
“build on the firm foundation created
by the organization’s dedicated lead-
ers, volunteers and members during

the past six decades.” He noted that
with the continuing development of
Lake Union Park and the planned
move by MOHAI into a renovated
former Navy Reserve Armory build-
ing, the Society has the opportunity to
help its museum affiliate of the past
half century create a wonderful new
museum at a spectacular downtown
waterfront site.

“The Seattle City Council has di-
rected MOHAI to create a ‘maritime-
themed’ new Seattle, King County
and regional museum in the Armory
building,” Fowler said, “and the Soci-
ety is dedicated to helping MOHAI
achieve this focused goal.”

According to the new president, two
of the Society’s highest priority goals for
2008 will be to (1) develop a practical
strategic business plan to chart the
organization’s future, and (2) hire a fully
qualified, full time museum professional
with maritime history education cre-
dentials and working experience.

“Our highly motivated volunteers
have provided excellent service through
the years,” Fowler said. “However we
now need professional administrative
and curatorial help to guide us during
our current period of dramatic transi-
tion as well as future growth.” Fund-
ing has already been secured to hire the
new museum professional for an ini-
tial two year period.

The Society board and volunteers
will be working systematically on other
new initiatives during the months
ahead he noted, with on-going progress
reports to the membership.

Chandler’s Cove Museum
Volunteers Needed

New Chandler’s Cove mini-mu-
seum volunteer coordinator Bob
Abendroth needs you! To keep the

museum open during regular hours,
noon to 5 P.M. seven days a week, Bob
needs dedicated volunteers to cover
the full schedule. You’ll learn more
about our regional maritime history,
meet, greet and talk to interesting visi-
tors, and help spread the word about
our fascinating Puget Sound maritime
heritage. So give Bob a call at 206-371-
3739 and sign up today.

2007 Fundraising Campaign
Tops Out At Over $18,000

Additional contributions were re-
ceived since December 31st which has
brought the total for our 2007
Fundraising Campaign to $18,056.
The additional contributors are Rob-
ert Sylvester, Charles Cordiner, and

Roy and Mary Bruce in memory of
Hal Will. The Society thanks each of
you for your generous contributions.

Members Renew at Higher
Membership Levels

We thank the following members
who have renewed their annual mem-
bership dues at elevated levels during
January 2008:

NAVIGATOR:
Stein Kruse,

CEO Holland America Lines
BENEFACTOR:

Captain & Mrs. Bert Holmes
PATRON:

David & Carol Walker
Paul Heine

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Haug

Steve K. Lloyd
Judy Kebbekus

SPONSOR:
J. Scott Harris
Rondy’s Inc.
Rogan Faith

SUSTAINING:
Nigel Tugby
Robert Barry

Geoffrey Braden
Keith Shaw

John & Linda Beatty
Captain & Mrs. Jack Wyatt

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
Richard B. Seigrist
Zachary Hiestand

Roger Hodge
Raymond Scheetz


